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Editorial

Darja Zorc Maver and Matej Sande

The first English-language issue of the magazine Socialna 
pedagogika (Social Pedagogy) comprises of five articles, which 
represent a cross-section of the research conduced between 2002 
and 2007, and in which representatives of the Department of Social 
Pedagogy at the Faculty of Education in Ljubljana took part. It has 
become apparent that one of the main interests of contemporary 
social pedagogy, when it comes to both practical and research-
oriented work, is focused on young people and the problems 
relating to their social inclusion, or rather the prevention of their 
social exclusion. Undoubtedly, young people represent a target 
group for which it is especially relevant to plan contemporary 
programmes of assistance and support, while taking into account 
their active participation in this process. They are a target group 
with which we must work in partnership – it is this partnership that 
can bring about change and contribute valuable ideas; it also has the 
potential to encourage development in the professional field and to 
promote the active participation of the users of social pedagogical 
services. Besides the participation of the target groups, research is 
of key importance when it comes to planning suitable projects and 
help programmes. By conducting regular research, we can ascertain 
the needs of the users, plan new ways of responding to problems 
and examine the suitability of the existing help programmes. This 
encourages development within the field, as well as facilitates 
the improvement of existing and the establishment of new social 
pedagogical projects. 
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The first two articles reflect the spirit of the times, where faced
with insecurity, young people encounter many difficulties in the
transition to employment. The articles represent the role work and 
employment play in postmodern society; under the influence of the
factors of individualization, society has changed significantly and
no longer affords simple and predictable patterns of education and 
employment. As a consequence of the way transition into adulthood 
has changed, education and experience can no longer present a 
guarantee for employment, as the demands of employers now focus 
predominantly on flexibility, additional knowledge and experience.
The two researches were conducted at a time when the question 
of youth (un)employment, as well as the question of the aging 
population were key concerns for the social policies of individual 
EU members, which more or less successfully deal with the issues 
of immigration, homelessness, employment and an open market of 
cheap labour forces from other EU countries. Within the European 
context, the research of the problems of transition into employment 
and the experiences of unemployment proved to be both timely and 
topical; at the same time, the research also provided new findings and
solutions for the specific situation particular to youth unemployment
in Slovenia. 

In his book Risk Society, Ulrich Beck has shown how those 
elements that are taken for granted in modern industrial society 
have in the last third of the century of modernization become more 
and more problematic. Concepts such as a national country, work, 
biographical patterns of normal biography, a social state have 
become increasingly problematic and questionable. These changes 
are characterized by two fundamental social processes, which 
Beck calls the concept of “individualization” and the concept of 
“globalization”. The consequences of social changes are on the one 
hand connected with larger concepts of freedom and the individual’s 
opportunities for making his or her own choices, and are on the other 
hand combined with radical changes of social institutions, work, 
family and interpersonal relationships, the courses of biographies, 
and identity. An individual’s biography is becoming increasingly 
risky and can lead to a biography of breakdown.

Social pedagogy is a scientific field that deals with the social
problems of individuals and groups who experience difficulties
concerning social integration. Social issues are most prominent on 
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the fringe of society; marginal groups of people who are homeless, 
unemployed, dependent and otherwise socially excluded, are those 
groups that also put the way institutions and structures of power 
function into question. Although social pedagogy deals with the 
social problems of individuals, it is always striving to connect 
them to the larger framework – the social structures of power and 
decision-making. 

The characteristics and basic direction of the research presented 
in this issue can be summarized by the following questions: 
- How do institutions, social policies and various discourses of 

assistance perceive and define contemporary marginal groups?
- How do the users, those on the receiving end of social pedagogical 

assistance, experience and reflect upon their biographical
experiences, the experiences of social exclusion and how do they 
view different forms of assistance?

- What is the role of social pedagogy as a scientific field when it
comes to providing assistance to individuals and groups with 
experiences of social exclusion, and what is its role in attempting 
to change the way institutions and social structures function in 
order to achieve a more just society for everyone?
The article by Jana Rapuš Pavel presents certain aspects of the 

research entitled “Social Inclusion and the Psychosocial Health of 
Young People with Experiences of Unemployment in the Ljubljana 
Area”. The author looked at both the material and social shortcomings 
of young people, because she sees youth unemployment as a risk 
factor for the marginalization and social exclusion that has particular 
bearing for young people who are only just entering the job world. 
Long-term unemployment leads young people into poverty and 
dependence on social and other forms of state-funded assistance. In 
her analysis of how the institutions that provide assistance to the 
unemployed youth function, Rapuš Pavel finds that young people
perceive different forms of assistance predominantly as financial
support, meanwhile expressing a need for assistance that would help 
them find direction and solve education and employment problems.
For this reason, the author favours a thorough, individual and flexible
approach to dealing with a particular case prior to one’s integration 
into employment training, retraining and education. The research 
findings reflect a need for more effective planning strategies when it
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comes to programme policies for supporting young people in their 
transition into work and employment. 

Darja Zorc Maver’s research, “The Concepts and Strategies 
of Social Pedagogical Interventions in the Field of Social Youth 
Exclusion”, focuses on the following questions: How do young 
people experience work and, by extension, unemployment? How do 
the experiences of unemployment affect the personal identity of a 
young adult? The author finds that work is still of central importance
to the identity of a young person and has significant impact on his
or her self-image. Gainful employment represents the foundation 
of a “normal biography”, which is why unemployment represents 
an exceptionally problematic experience for young people. As the 
transitions of young people into adulthood are becoming more and 
more hazardous, it is the responsibility of social pedagogy to provide 
them with protection and support in facing different experiences of 
unemployment and enable them to experience their unemployment 
in such a way that does not lead to deprivation, but finds creative
ways of dealing with life. 

In “Quantitative and Qualitative Analysis of the Change in 
the Use of Synthetic Drugs among Young People”, Matej Sande 
analyses the extent to which drug use has spread among young 
people. The author advocates contemporary concepts of reducing 
the damage caused by synthetic drugs. The results of his research 
show that – within a limited scope – we can already speak of the 
normalization of drug use in recreational settings. The article also 
presents the reasons why young drug users have decided to reduce 
their drug use or to stop using drugs altogether. The findings suggest
that young people do take the guidelines for reducing risk factors 
into account and are familiar with available help programmes. These 
should not limit themselves to being purely informative, but should 
also provide counselling and other forms of assistance. 

The article by Špela Razpotnik is based on the research entitled 
“Problems of Homelessness in Ljubljana”, in which the author 
has analysed the key aspects connected with homelessness and its 
characteristics. Until now, the policies relating to the homeless have 
mostly been concerned with material goods, and connected with 
charity and governed by church. The author poses the question of 
what exactly defines homelessness and goes on to determine various
structural and individual factors that lead someone to such a situation. 
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She pays particular attention to highlighting the significance of
social networks, peer groups, social mobility and housing. Social 
pedagogues can play an important role when it comes to the 
abovementioned key topics for formulating homelessness policies.

The research of Olga Poljšak Škraban analyses the role parents 
and interaction within the family system play in helping to shape the 
identity of female students. Her analysis is based on two aspects of 
identity research: psychosocial development (Erikson) and the theory 
of identity statuses (Marcia). The main finding of the research is that
family members perceive interaction within the family differently, 
and these differences in perception can represent an important 
source of family conflict. Solving these conflicts also depends on
the competence of the family system, which is the foundation for 
the healthy psychosocial development of a female adolescent. 


